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state of the world that I fear it may impress beyond its eviden- = 
THE al value (even as Darwinian evolution di, sine it chimed 
Basil H. Viney in so nicely with Jassez f competivism). 
By x But how much is there in it after all? What can the 4 
UNTIL quite recently Astronomy was regarded as @ mere layman say?—except that the author himself appears to s 
“pure” science. Mathematical order reigned supreme through- be more a biologist than an astronomer, and that most of | 
out her realm. The solar system was a beautiful geometrical _—the astronomers have merely laughed at him. Not that that ‘ 
ttern. The planetary orbits were constant and reliable. necessarily proves much. ond 
Even the genesis of the system was quiet and gentle: vast many of the biologists laughed at him; as they all did at : 
nebula of incandescent gas gradually condensing into a central his precursor, Lamarck. iz 
sun leaving behind it portions of itself which slov Meanwhile I read, by a queer coincidence, that “Flying | | 
into planets. All this was accepted as recently Saucers” are seriously believed by some of the greatest aerial ; 
of the century. to be aircraft, far in advance of anything 
It was sugges other planet! But it is generally agreed | 
planets had been pulled out of the sun by some now that no other planet in our solar | 
ding star—possibly a dark star—generating a dis developed enough to have permitted the t4 
movement in the sun as it passed. It is now sugges ing so high in the scale of life as the Rss 
the sun having once been a star. And nov if that star had a world revolving round s 
Velikovsky* assures us that even the present stal flying at the estimated speed of five miles ee 
solar system is a mere illusion; that even in his a second from thence to our world would be about 150,000 ee 
the earth has been violently perturbed by trem years of age before they reached us! I know not which is a 
more incredible—the theories of Velikovsky or those of the 
happened in the past may happen again. flying saucer enthusiasts : however much we might, despairing | ae 
According to Velikovsky, Venus was ejected alike of human wisdom and divine intervention, welcome the s 
in Old Testament days. For a while she advent of civilising missionaries from some sweeter saner = 
approaching very close to the earth, and was re: planet! + 
the heaping up of the waters in an enormous rege 
which permitted the Israelites to cross the Red Se: Jesus did not set his own pre-eminence at the centre of : 
an electric discharge between her and the earth his mission. He preached the kingdom of God: and when a 
afterwards causing the collapse of the wave- he sent out his assistants to proclaim it in the villages, he 
drowning of the Egyptians! On a later occasior did not suggest that they should say one word about himself. Bi 
responsible for the appearance of the sun standi Nor did he seek to attach man to his person or enlist sup- : 
Gibeon and the moon over Ajalon—possibly by porters in a church. He did invite some individuals to be his | 
the axis (which “could produce the visual effec *% ,anior and share his mission: " : but to most people his 
gressing or arrested sun”) owing to the carth uite different. When he has preached to people, 
through a strong magnetic field at an angle to 2 of ‘diseases, he sends them away to their homes 
magnetic axis”. : - no suggestion that should perma- ¢ 
On other occasions Mars has approached to or 
near to the carth—usually with dire pestilential re i he not care about their salvation? Surely the 3 
These are just a few of the many 1azing nce is that he knew that their salvation did not 
with which Velikovsky’s book, Worlds x ollisic him. He accepted invitations from men with 
What will the reaction of fundamentalists be? fisces disdained to associate. Conventional 
apparently scientific rehabilitation of some of the it aid from the evangelists) picture him going 
gering “miracles” of the Old Testament !—stories self-righteous condescension. Why not accept 
been rejected by alll but fundamentalists for ene}; at its face-valuc, a recognition of these men 
if they read the book their jubilation will be shc with himself in the sight of heaven? It requires 3 
Velikovsky is no fundamentalist. He makes nc “car our minds of the associations of the con- =~ 
between astronomical catastrophe and human ventional portrait. But is it not worth w in order to = 
and gives mo assurance that a utopian planct we . altec = 
: Nor does he rely on the Hebrew scriptures alone is T, - <s 
shows a research into myths of every land, cx 
imto superstitions im Frazer’s Gc 
his solar system presents a c nee wy 
to the atomic systems disc * 
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